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and cither displaced or became part of the old landowning
middle class who took the lead in the provincial towns. At
all events, the award of land to veterans did nothing to stop
the growth of large estates.
For this period, far more than for earlier times, we have
plenty of evidence about the immense estates owned by the
ruling aristocracy in Italy and the provinces — estates which
were cultivated by slaves or by tenants who might be called
serfs, I have spoken already of Sulla and his forty thousand
freedmen. Pompey Js family owned such vast estates in
Picenum that he could recruit a whole army among his own
clients and freedmen to support Sulla against the democrats ;
and Domitius Ahenobarbus, one of the senatorial generals,
did the same, when Caesar invaded Italy after his rupture
with Pompey , Pompey was not boasting when he said, on
the eve of the war with Caesar, that he had only to stamp
his foot and legions would grow out of the ground. He was
thinking not only of his veterans and their sons, who were
now his clients, but of the multitude of tenants upon his
great Italian estates. Cicero, though never reckoned a very
rich man, possessed villas and estates in many parts of Italy ;
and yet he disapproved of land in general as an investment.
It is true that land did not remain long in the same hands :
changing with the changes in politics, it passed from one
owner to another. But it tended on the whole to become the
monopoly of a few wealthy capitalists.
During the civil wars great fortunes became commoner :
every spasm of the conflict gave birth to new millionaires.
Marius, Sulla, Pompey, Caesar, Antony, and Octavian — all
these not only became immensely rich themselves but also
enriched a vast number of their adherents, some of whom
were clever enough to stick to their money. Anarchy in the
provinces and inefficiency in the central government increased
the opportunities of provincial governors to feather their own
nests at the cost of their subjects. And lastly the conquest
of the East by Pompey and of Gaul by Caesar enriched the
generals and the officers. On the whole, the senatorial class
grew richer than poorer during the civil wars, and the number
of great capitalists belonging to this class grew larger.
The class of knights also grew richer, and a number of
new families were added to it. The title of equites was no
longer restricted to the eighteen centuries of knights, who
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